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B: Amen dments to The Claims; 

t . (Currently Ajiicndcd)A method operating a computer having a pipelined processor^ comprising 
setting a bit within an mstruction test field of a branch, said bit preventing the branch feom being 
placed into a branch histoiy buffer and into a branch target buffer to thereby prevent the branch 
(bom being wiilttfi into (he bi^ndi history buffer and branch target hufkt and preventing tfafe 
branch from being predicted and to make the branch only detectable at the titne frame of 
decode. 

2. (Qrigjnal) A method as defined in claim 1 comprising predicting the dirbction and target of a 
brandi prior td decode. 

3. (Original) A method as defined in claim 2 comprising predicting the direction and target of a 
branch prior to decode through a branch prediction anay. 

4. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1 comprising tracking the branch ftom the beginning 
of the pipe» decode, until the time frame that the given instniction is to be wiittcn into a branch 
prediction array. 

5. (Original) A metSiod as defined in claim I comprising denoting the instruction text field as a 
non-writable brandi into the BTB. 

6. (Previously Amended) A method as defined in claim 5 comprising denoting the instruction 
field in the system area as a non-writable branch into the BTB in system whereby the branch is 
blocked from being written to the BTB, 

7. (Ptrviously Amended) A method as defined in claim 5 comprising denotiAg the instruction 
field in the non-system area^ the branch may be predicted via aliasing. 
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8. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1 wherein machine state altering code lies within an 
addMss rauge spanned by bmtich tag bits of tli,e bn&tich target bxifffer. 

9. (Canceled) 

10- (Original) The method as defined in claim 8 comprising denoting state altering code in the 
system by a state bit witbin the BTIB/BHT such that aliasing of branches is prevented within 
(he system area. 

1 1 . (Cuircntly Amended) A oompxitcr system having input, output, storagie^ and a pipelined 
processor^ said processor adapted and configured to set a bit within an instruction text field of a 
branchy said bit preventing the branch firom being placed into a branch history buffer and into a 
branch target buflfer to thereby prevent the branch from being written into the branch history 
buf!^ and bi^ch target buifer and preveattng the branch from being predicted and to make 
the branch only detectable at the time frame of decode. 

12. (Original) A computer sytstem a3 defined in claim 1 1, said computer system adapted and 
configuned to predict the direction and target of a branch prior to decode. 

13. (Original) A computer system as defined in claim ] 2 said computer sysi&n adapted and 
configured to predict the direcUoti mi target of a bratich prior to decode through a branch 
IMt^dictionairay. 

14. (Original) A computer system as defined in claim 1 U ^d oomputer system adapted and 
configured to track the branch from the beginning of fee pipe, decode, until the time fiame that 
the given instiuction is to be written into a bianch prediction array. 

15. (Original) A computer system as defined in claim 1 1 said cotnputer syst«n adaptal and 
configured to denote fee instruction text field as a non-writable branch into fee BTB. 
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16. (Previously Amended) A computer system as defined in claiin ] 5 said computer system 
adapted and oonfiguried to denote the instniction field in the system area as a noil-writ(tbte branch 
Into the BTB in system whereby the branch is bloeked fiDQm l)euig written into the BTB, 

17. (Previously Amended) A computer system as defined m Qlatm IS said computer systCTi 
adapted and oonfigurod to denote the instruction field in the itOfHsystem area, and to predict the 
branch via aliasing. 

18. (Origjtiat) A computer system as defined in claim 1 1 wherein machine state altcimg code lies 
within an address range spanned by branch tag bits of die branch target bufTcr. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer system as defined in claim 18 said computer system is 
adapted and configured to denote state altering code in the system area by a state bit within the 
BTB/BHT such that aliasing of branches is |>revented within the system area is prevented . 

2 1 . (Cuncntly Amended) A program product comprising a storage medium having computer 
readable proisram code, said program code for use in a computer system having input, output, 
storage, and a pipcdincd processor, said program code adapting and configuring the computer 
system to set a bit within to instiuction text field of a branch, said bit preventing the branch from 
being placed into a branch history buffer and into a branch, target butfer to thereby prevent the 
branch firom being written into the branch history buficr aitd branch target bufifer and prevciiting 
die branc h frdm being predicted and to make the branch only d^ectable at the time frame of 
decode;. 

22. (Original) A program product as defined in claim 21, said computer system adapted and 
configured to predict the direction and target of a branch prior to decode. 
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23. (Origiiial) A program product as defined in claim 22 said computer system ad^ted and 
configured to predict the direction And target of abranch prior to decode through a branch 
prediction amy. 

24. {Qrigiiial) A program product as defined in claim 21, said computer system adapted and 
configured to track the branch from the beginning of the pipe^ decode, antil the time frame that 
the given instruction is to be written into a branch prediction array. 

25. (Qrigiiial} A program product as definfid in claim 21 said computer system adapted and 
configured to denote the instruction text field as a nan- writable branch into the BTB. 

26. (Previously Amended) A program product as defined m claim 25 said computer system 
adapted and configured to denote the instruction field in the system area as a non-writable brancli 
into the BTB in system whereby tiie branch is blodced from being written into the BTB. 

27. (Previously Amended) A proginam product as defined in claim 25 said computer system 
adapted and configured to denote ±e instruction field in die non-system area, and piedict the 
branch via aliasing. 

28- (Original) A program product as defined in claim 21 wherein machine state altering code lies 
within an address range spaiuied by branch tag bits of the branch target buffer. 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Original) A program product as defmed in claim 28 said computer system is adapted and 
configured to denote state altering code in the system area by a state bit within the BTB/BHT 
such that aliasing of branches is prevented within the system area- 
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